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MGNREGA scheme must ensure more jobs in rural areas

The scheme provided momentum to the economy during Covid-19 and
experts think the Budget allocation to the scheme can be increased in FY22

RADHESHYAM JADHAV
Pune, January 31
or the past three years,
many adivasis from remote
Peth taluka of Nashik dis-
trict in Maharashtra have
not migrated to cities in search of
work and livelihood. They grow rice
enough to sell at the local market,
thanks to the construction of farm
ponds, stone and mud bunds and
other agriculture-related works car-
ried out under Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA).

Besides addressing the problem
of migration from villages,
the scheme has helped
provide employment to
migrant labourers dis-
located this fiscal year
due to the Covid-19
pandemic. As com-
pared to the last finan-
cial year, the Centre has
increased funding under
MGNREGA scheme by 19,091
crore due to Covid-19 outbreak. Ex-
perts think that the Budget alloca-
tion to the scheme should be in-
creased to help the rural economy in
FY22.

The average per day wage rate for
unskilled work under the scheme
went up by 10 per cent from X182 in
2019-20 to X200 in the current year.
There has been an overall rise of
342,700 crore in government fund-
ing from 2016-17 to the current finan-
cial year. During the same period, the
overall rise in wages of 23,575 crore
has been recorded (from 40,750 in
2016-17 to 364,326 crore in 2020-21).

Providing jobs closer home

“This scheme has brought a change
in the lives of Peth villagers but there
are many who still want to work. The
government must provide more
work as many of the villagers who
had migrated to cities have returned
after Covid-19 outbreak,” said
Chandrakant Kuwar from Amlon vil-
lage in Nashik. He added that even

before the pandemic,the MGNREGA
was drawing back villagers from the
cities.

The Ministry of Rural Develop-
ment, through independent evaluat-
ors, reported that the MGNREGA
scheme has reduced the seasonal mi-
gration of workers. According to the
Ministry, studies indicated a direct
and positive impact of MGNREGA in
the reduction of distress migration
by providing work closer to home
with decent working conditions.

According to data from the Centre
for Monitoring Indian Economy, re-

verse migration due to Covid-19
has resulted in 16 per cent in-
crease of people em-
ployed in the agricul-

ture sector (in summer
2020) over the previ-
ous year's overall farm
employment. Even as
the virus scare keeps
many villagers away from
cities, the MNREGA would
be the major job provider for
rural poor at least in the first part of
2021.

What is the MGNREGA scheme?

The scheme is a demand-driven wage
employment scheme. Every adult
member of a household in a rural
area with a job card is eligible for a
job under the scheme. The scheme
envisages providing 100 days of guar-
anteed wage employment in a finan-
cial year to adult member volunteers
for unskilled manual work.

There is also a provision for addi-
tional 50 days of unskilled wage em-
ployment in drought/natural calam-
ity notified rural areas. As per Section
3(4) of the MGNREGA, the States may
make provisions for providing addi-
tional days beyond the period guar-
anteed under the Act from their own
funds.

The government data shows that
the Centre has released %90,111.99
crore under the scheme this finan-
cial year and a total of ¥64,326.54
crore has been given as wages (by 29

January 2021). The average wage rate
per day per person is ¥200.37 in the
current financial year as compared
to 161.65 in 2016-17. A total of 7.02
households and 10.25 crore individu-
als have benefitted under the
MGNREGA scheme this year. These
figures are recorded the highest as
compared to the last four years.

According to the government data,
in the last five years, expenditure on
agriculture and allied works under
the MGNREGA scheme has been
above 65 per cent. A big chunk of as-
sets created under the scheme in-
clude water conservation work
which helped to resolve water prob-
lem in many villages. The pro-
gramme has 261 permissible work
out of which 164 types of work are re-
lating to agriculture and allied activ-
ities. The Ministry of Finance stated
that the agricultural sector remains
the foundation of the Indian eco-
nomy. Though the GDP contribution
of the sector may not be large (in re-
lation to industry and services), the
growth of the sector has had a posit-
ive impact on the large population
dependent on agriculture.

“The government must ensure
that work is provided notwithstand-
ing the demand. There is a demand
for work in rural areas and the gov-
ernment must expand the scheme in
the upcoming Budget. Besides that,
the government must focus on value
addition and multiply community
asset works,” said Ashwini Kulkarni
of Pragati Abhiyan, the organisation
working to facilitate MGNREGS work
in villages.

She added that the rural economy
would get a boost only if there is
money in the hands of rural people.
“Many of those who had migrated to
cities for work returned to villages
during Coivd-19 and worked on the
MGNREGA projects.

There is also a large number of
working women. They could fight
health issues like anaemia and mal-
nutrition once they have money in
their hands,” Kulkarni added. A total
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of 52 per cent of persons-day were
women in 2020-2021 and has re-
mained about 50 per cent in the last
four years.

Strengthening the Scheme

The average days of employment
provided per household was recor-
ded at 45.42 in the current financial
year.

“There is a need for better coordin-
ation between various government
departments and the mechanism to
allot and measure the work. This is
one of the best welfare schemes in re-
cent years and it has helped the rural
poor. However, government officials

Financial progress of MGNREGA

Funds released by the Centre (in ¥ cr)
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90,111.99 71,020.35

62,125.07

55,659.93 47,411.72

Total Availability (in ¥ cr) 96,577.77 75,510.25 69,228.68 64,985.89 57,386.67
Total Expenditure (in cr) 88,652.17 68,260.67 69,618.59 63,649.48 58,062.92
Percentage utilisation 91.79 90.4 100.56 97.94 101.18
Wages (in cr) 64,326.54 48,846.93 47,172.55 43,128.49 40,750.72
Material and skilled wages (in cr) 21,609.68 16,187.86 19,465.87 18,100.68 14,428.24
Material (%) 25.06 24.89 29.21 29.56 26.15
Total Admin expenditure (in cr) 2,815.96 3,225.88 2,980.17 2,420.31 2,883.97
Admin expenditure (%) 3.18 4.73 4.28 3.8 4.97
Average cost per day per person (in ) 278.91 236.09 247.19 223.71 221.23
% Total Expenditure through eFMS** 99.32 99.56 99.01 95.86 92.33
% payments generated within 15 days 97.96 93.81 89.61 84.5 43.43

Works
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Total number of work taken up 195.59 190.43 197.06 185.56 162.54
(New-+spill over) (in lakh)

Number of ongoing work (in lakh) 129.35 115.99 106.84 122.93 97.08
Number of completed work (in lakh) 66.24 74.42 90.22 62.63 65.46
% of expenditure on agriculture & 68.15 66.13 63.39 66.07 66

agriculture allied work

Progress in Labour Budget in MGNREGA advanced iabour estimate for execution of a shelf of works for the next financial year
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Approved Labour Budget (in cr) 337.04 277.63 256.56 231.31 220.9274
Persondays Generated so far (in cr) 318.7 265.4 267.96 233.74 235.6458
% of Total Labour Budget (LB) 94.46 95.59 104.44 101.05 106.66
SC persondays % as of total persondays 19.85 19.97 20.77 21.56 21.32
ST persondays % as of total persondays 17.84 18.41 17.42 17.49 17.62
Women persondays out of total (%) 52.7 54.77 54.59 53.53 56.16
Average days of employment provided 45.42 48.4 50.88 45.69 46
per Household

Average wage rate per day per person ¥) 200.37 182.09 179.13 169.44 161.65
Total number of households completed 33,68,223 40,60,702 52,59,502 29,55,152 39,91,202
100 days of wage employment

Total households worked (in cr) 7.02 5.48 5.27 5.12 5.1224
Total individuals worked (in cr) 10.25 7.89 1.77 7.59 7.6693
Differently abled persons worked 5,58,941 4,62,123 4,61,880 4,72,218 4,71,81

Source: MGNREGA website Figures as on Jan 29, 2021

must take the initiative to imple-
ment the scheme and must not block
the work,” said one of the senior gov-
ernment officials who has worked on
the scheme.

Gender wage gap

Some discrepancies in the payouts
need to be addressed, too. The daily
wage under the scheme is less than
the general agriculture labourer. The

**National electronic fund management system

National Sample Survey Office
(NSS0),2017 data shows that the aver-
age daily wage for general agricul-
tural labourers is ¥264.05 for men,
and 20532 for women. Women in
the sector, on an average, earn 22.24
per cent less than their male
counterparts.

The International Monetary
Fund’s (IMF) Chief Economist, Gita
Gopinath, while delivering a lecture

at the National Council for Applied
Economic Research recently, insisted
on expanding the scheme. “The
policies of in-kind and in-cash sup-
port that were deployed in 2020, and
expired in 2020, should be deployed
again this year. Also, the employ-
ment guarantee scheme should be
expanded again this year so that you
are able to prevent this rise in in-
equality,” she said.
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Bajra(Pearl Millet/Cumbu) rO'eCtS 2020_21 =y LAMBODHARA TEXTILES LIMITED
Gujarat proj (&) prmmecses
Deesa(Bhildi) 106.00 Other 1275 Ainshi Road, Comblore- 41 1B Telfax: +1-42224%0%8
Mahuva(Station Road) 33.00 Hybrid 1500 cotton OUtPUt NOTElmélé oo BOARD mMWébéTmG = il
Uttar Pradesh
Tundla 11250 Hybrid 195 At 371 lakh baleS HELD ON 13" FEBRUARY, 2021
Kasganj 80.00 Hybrid 1320 Notice is hereby given, pursuant to Regulation
= 29 read with Regulation 47 of the SEBI (Listing
Maize RUTAM VORA Obligations and Disclosure Requirements)
Andhra Pradesh Ahmedabad, January 31 Regulations, 2015, that a meeting of the Board
Kurnool 7.50 Local 1299 T of Directors of the Company will be held on
odisha In a contrast to the crop estim- | | e S Pebruary, 2021 at
" ates suggested by cotton trade the Registered Office of the Company, to
Nawarangpur 18433 Hybrid/Local 1350 . X : e
Tamil Nadu bodies, the Committee on Cot- consider and approve the Unaudited Financial
Kallakurichi 200,00 Other 1300 ton Production and Consump- | | hesuts ofire Companyfor the Quarter ended
Oomalur 198.90 Other 1352 tl(,)n. (COCPC) O,f the Te)'(tlles This information is also available on
Paddy(Dhan)(Common) Ministry has projected a higher the website of the Company, viz.,
Chattisgarh crop at 371 lakh bales (each of www.lambodharatextiles.com and the
Surajpur 21513.20 IR.36 1888 170 kg) for 2020-21. The cotton | [Website of Stock Exchanges, i.e.,
Sukma 1024.00  Paddy Coarse 1250 ¢rade had estimated th www. comand www. com
Odisha ?a € had estimate € crop For Lambodhara Textiles Limited
Rayagada 301.10 Common 1868 Sizeat358.50 lakh bales. Ramesh Shenoy Kalyanpur
Junagarh 104.44 other 1868 Atits January 25 meeting, the Whole-Time Director cum
Uttar Pradesh Committee, formed in Septem- Place: Coimbatore ~ Chief Financial Officer
’ . .
Lakhimpur 1800.00 common 1620 ber 2020 replacing the Date : 01.02.2021 DIN: 06392237
Hardoi 1400.00 Paddy Coarse 1868 . .
e erstwhile Cotton Advisory
Gujarat B_oa;(rjd, estlmatid the ﬁverage INDIA NIPPON
Deesa(Bhildi) 151.00 Other 1700  Yield at 486.76 kg per hectare, ELECTRICALS LTD.
Rajkot 139.00 Lokwan 1790  up from 463.99 kg reported in CIN L31901TN1984PLC011021
Rajasthan the previous year. Regd. Office :11 & 13, Patullos Road,
Nimbahera 610.00 Other 1700 For the previous year, CAB Chennai-600 002. Phone: 28460063.
Kota 482.50 Other 1710 : ; Website : www.indianippon.com
Uttar Pradesh h?d Pl’lO]kelftSC} C().ttO;ll Crop size E-mail : investors@inel.co.in
Lalitpur 1250.00 Dara 1660 ~ Of365lakhbalesin the country. NOTICE
Lakhimpur 1000.00 Dara 1700 Per the latest projections, ||\ ice is hereby given that a
Paddy(Dhan)(Basmati) Gujarat VYIH be the largeSt cot- Meeting of the Board of Directors
Punjab ton-growing State with 90.5 of the Company will be held on
Bareta 12.00 1121 2590 lakh bales and one of the Friday, the 12th February 2021 to
Uttar Pradesh highest yields at 676.86 kg/hec- °t° ”g ! |d er th: una UIFL' tteg
Aligarh 1000.00 1121 2900 : : standalone and consolidate
Mainpuri 695.00  Basmati 1509 110 LATe Ral]asthan, with 27 lakh financial results of the company
@G bales, is expected to have for the quarter ended 31st
: highest cotton yield of 683.04 | |December2020.
Rajal)stnan h kg. The above notice will be available
Nimbahera 48.00 Other 4000 X h h on Company's website
Bagru 15.20 other 4750 Besides these two States, the www.ndianiboon.com and on
Uttar Pradesh other key growers include Ma- the Stock Exi’;anée websites -
'SAhirr]gabO” ;g?‘gg . V?/thegh | iégg harashtra (with production of | |www.bseindia.com /
anoba — i8( vith She ) 86 lakh bales at349.43kgyield) | |www.nseindia.com
St el and Telangana (60 lakh bales | | for INDIA NIPPON ELECTRICALS LTD.,
Rajasthan
Lalsot 280 Other gioo  and429.84kg) Chennai G VENKATRAM
Kota 2.00 Other 7800 . . 30th January 2021.  Company Secretary
soyabean BusinessLine '
Disclaimer: Readers are requested to verify
Uttar Pradesh & make appropriate enquiries to satisfy m
Lalitpur 80.00 Yellow 4550 tlzjemsglves abgu; the vera(cj[ty of an
H advertisement before responding to an: .
Kanpur(Grain) 12.00 Soyabeen 5300 | [blished i this nev’ispapeﬁ e CIN: L25111.TN1982PL9099414
Sugar PUBLISHIfNGh PVT LTD,, ths Publisher &h Regd. Office: TVS Building,
[0} thi t i i
Uttar Pradesh Qe rs newpapes dos e vouc || 78, West Vel Steet, Madural 625 001
Muzzafarnagar 50.00 Medium 3350 | or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's Website : www.tvseurognp.com
: : products and|or services. In no event can .
Ghaziabad 15.00 Medium 3450 the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Phone : 452 2443300
Director[s, Employees of this newspaper/
. Arhar (Tur/Red Gram)(whole) company be held responsible/liable in any NOTICE
Gujarat manner whatsoever for any claims andjor
Rajkot 11000 Arhar(Whole) 5750 ﬁg",‘v‘;’g:; o advertisements in this | pyrsuant to Regulation 29 read with
Dhansura 50.00  Arhar(Whole) 5700 : Regulation 47 of the SEBI (Listing
Uttar Pradesh BusificssLine Obligations and Disclosure
Kanpur(Grain) 60.00  Arhar(Whole) 5960 C S 9514 D Requirements) Regulations, 2015,
Mahoba 7.60  Arhar(Whole) 4865 LASSIFIE Notice is hereby given that a meeting of
Black Gram (Urd Beans)(Whole) the Board of Directors of the Company
Rajasthan BUSINESS OFFER will be held on Thursday, 11th February,
Kota 54.00 Other 6200 2021, inter alia, to consider and take on
Khanpur 3.00 Other 5200 | Elalaai R / INVESTMENTS record, the Unaudited Financial Results
Uttar Pradesh . of the Company for the quarter and nine
Lalitpur . 110.00 Black Gram (Whole) 6550 gfalggysre%ggén’\é@thlgﬁgg ‘ﬁ_ months ended 31st December, 2020.
Kanpur(Grain) 40.00 Black Gram (Whole) 7400 | given a round 500% return subscribe 4 | | This information is available on the
Green Gram (Moong)(Whole daily profits. Ct: 8754494914 Company’s website at
2
Rajasthan www.tvseurogrip.com and also available
Malpura 19.80 Other 5500 To Advertise log on to at the Stock .Exchla\nge websites at
Goluwala 8.00 Other 6550 . www.bseindia.com and
Uttar Pradesh AR LT (o [TETe ERe)y] | | www.nseindia.com
Kanpur(Grain) 65.00  Green(Whole) 6750 : . . For TVS SRICHAKRA LIMITED
Badayoun 650  Green(Whole) JeEngl O" Placing Advertisements Online i IR, P Srinivasan
Source: agmarknet.gov.in Toll Free:180030700404 Ji ElRELZ Secretary
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Born:16.04.1932

DR. RV R MURTHY

We deeply mourn the demise

Passed Away: 24.01.2021

of our beloved father with
profound grief...

1. C.5 Lakeshminarasimban
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2. s, 5.Chilra
Bokh are regresanbad by their
Power Ageni Ms.L.Krupa
Vs, ...PetitionersDefendants

1. Slala Bank of India

Mahalingapuram Branch

Rep.by its Deputy Manager, SARC
...Respondend Applicant

Z. M, Ballabh Dwarkani

%0 Ghansal Dwarkani

To Respondent'Auciion Purchaser

Mr. Baliabh Crwarkani
2o Ghansal Dwarkan
No.58, Mammahwar Street
Chennai- 600 078
Sir,
FPigase lake notice that the abowve
peliionersDefendants have fled the abave
Miscellansous Applications seeh:in% n
order of directions in M.A. Mo 5372019
(Direction ip resiore possession of property)
& WA N 5472013 [Direction to handower
tille Docements) in DRC Mo.52010 in
DA N0 T22009. The above application
cama up for heasing before Hon'ble P.O,
ORT-1, Chennai on 27.1.2021 through
virtual hearng. In the above apolication
though the nofice sant fo you by RPAD was
returned unserved as "Shifled” the Hon'ble
PO, DRT-1 was pleased ko order paper
publicafion 83 againsi you refurnable by
18.2.2021. Therefore wou are reguired Lo
appear before the Hon'ble PO.DRT-1,
Chennai on 1522029 at 11 AM. either in
persn of thraugh yvour counsed threugh e
virtual/physical hearing as per the
nofification of DRTs Public Medice Tailing
which the above appications will be decidad
inyourabsence. G.DESINGU
Counsel for Petiioners

epaper .Iinamani . Com
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